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Coalfields Pit Horse

Derby Won by

S

GRAND MILITARY MARCH
PRECEDES EVENT.

THOUSANDS FLOCK TO
ASSIST CESSNOCK AND
KURRI HOSPITALS.

Cessnock was en fetd last
night, when thousands of
citizens turned out to cheer
the troops engaged in the pro-
cession prior to the running
of the Pit Horse Derhy.

LLong before the arrival of
the troops, Vincent Street
was crowded with eager sight- |
seers, and at the intersection
in Cooper Street and North
Avenue a dense crowd eonn-
gregated. The military pari.de
marched off, led by a battery
of field artillery, Then, remi-
niscent of a Highland brigade.
the skirl of the pipes and the
glittering bavonets heralded
the approach of the infantry,
These were mostly voung gol-
diers, but Brigadier Burrows
must have felt proud at their
splendid aovpearance a n d
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splendid  appearance a n d
superb march discipline. The
applause of the people appar-
ently stirred the voung xol-
diers, and induced them to
put forward their hest effort,
Many old soldiers on the side-
wialk, who had been through
intensive training, hoth in the
Imperial Army and in  the
ALF.. complimented. and ap-
plauded, the marching, The
men were able to keep step
from the h#ad of the column
to the rear with ease, owing
to the fact that the Cessnock
Town Band joined in the cen-
tre of the column,.

ERE was some hilarity when the/

iwo steamrollers were seen stately
giiding at the rear of the procession,
bedecked with bunting, and ready to
vreate a new record in the first steam-
rollar race

After the march, officers and men ex-
pressed their deep appreciation for the
hospitality which had been accorded
them during their brief visit to (Tess.
nock.

They had been entertained at the
Empire Theatre hy the Superintendent
of Cessnock and Kurrli Theatres (Mr.
J. C, 8mith), and were highly appre-
clative of his thoughtfulness.

The Baths were open to the men,
and they practically had the freedom
of the town.

One outstanding fact is that although
they were young soldiers, there was
no abuse of the freedom offered. It
spoke we!ll for the training they have
received from their officers and instruc.
tors. (]

These parades are of inestimable
value to this neighhourhood. It brings
home to the people—far away from the




home to the people—far away from the
Tighting front—the fact that Australia
is still at war, and the war effort must
be maintained to keep these young sol-
diers  supplied , with munitions and
equipment to bring the war to as
speedp a conclusion as possible. When
one lonked at the youngsters and rea-
lired that these lads, in the bloom of
their youth, were prepared to risk their
I'ves and endure hardships to preserve
the freedom of Australia, the workers
on the home front should bhe impressed
with the necessity of doing their share
in the war stffort.
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JANCK  THOMPRON, who rode

C‘ontented, the winnery of  the

e Horse eerby ot "essnocl
laxt night.

Iuring the afternoon, four promin-
ent Sydney Jockeys arrived to ride in
the tinal of the Pit Horse Derby. They
were Juck (rsSullivan, George Moore,
Jack Thompson and Harold Darke.
They were accompanied by old-time
jockey Alby Callinan and the Member
for Randwick (Mr. W. Gollan, M.L..A.).

Mr. Gollan had been in close touch
with officials of the Rotary Club, who
wers organising the it Horse Derby,
for some time, and, with Mr. Callinan,
was responsible for the presence of the
well-known jockevs.

J. Thompson, G. Moore and H. Darke
ure of a rather retiring disposition, but
made many friends.

Tasl (IVEhilllvan hae a helohl noesoae




made IMany Irenas.

Jack O'Sullivan has a bright person-
ality, and was Inundated with congratu-
lations by one or two Cessnockites who
backed Panchio on Baturday. Among
these was Harry Oldfield, who was seen
‘ih:.l:' O'Sullivan & very hearty hand-
shake.

These lads from Bydney thoroughly
enjoyed their trip to Cessnock, and the
novelty of riding In the fina! of the Pit
Horse Derby.

Before he left Cesanock this moraing,
Mr. Callinan was heartily thanked by
Rotariane for the he!p he had given to
their charitable and patriotic ventiurea

The foliowing committee of the Cess-
nock Rotary Club capably handled the
arrangements: Messrs. IL E. Bmith, H.
Lett, Bill Brown, with J. C. Smith Sec-

Looking over some of th horsea en-
gaged In the Cegandck classie, ohe could
not help wondering If some of them had
ever pulled a skip of coal. They were
in perfect condition, and their coats
shone with the care and attention that
had been given thim by thlll'

The winner, “Con
J. Thnmmn Iu.d a
a Strain of
wheeler at ltneltr‘l'um Nu. 2 has ﬂﬂ'
driven him through a brattice door
mi be questionéd.

“On the N’nn’ lined up at the
barrier, he began to up like u
outlaw, and some of s
were of the opinion that u
much “sting” had been applied. #?m
vidn had a torrid time with him, gn
though there was only & small
starter had dificulty in ge tlmn
AWAY tO0 an even break. As thé prace
Is only about 360 yards, the eéxpert
jr-cl:m from: Sydney realised that Arst

ot of the barrer likely to be first
home. When “On the Nose"” was aven-
tually persuaded to face up, the fleld

wns dispatched, and he was I_v teft.

Superintendent of J. and A. Brown's
Ahermain-8eaham Collleries, Mr. James
Jolinstone, was all smiles when Con-
tented salled past the post the winner
of d' he J;iluth[‘m:lﬂuid.l Derhy. It |is
underst at he punnished the hoo‘h
by bacKing the horse outfight before




by hacKing the horse outright htnnl

any hnl.u wnm run, and
price of 1%¥s for h

il A, Brown Collieries certainly  hasd
the Hnal “sewn-up,” as they had three
rapresentatives among the four starters
and Nl the places.

“Contented” hails from Stockrington
No. 2 colliery, of which J. Johnstone
Jnr. is manager; Happy Days from
Richmond Main (Athol Lightfoot mana-
ger) and Bad Language from Stanford
Main No. 2 (. Evans manager).

There was a huge, enthusiastic crowd

ut the Showground to watch the fine
evening's sport, and the Mt Horse
Derby is certain to become an annual
fixture.

During the evening, there was a fine
rhythmic display by the National Fit-
ness girls of (Cessnock, who were
coached hy Miss N. Pope.

An added attraction to the pro-
gramme this year was the steamroller
championship. (Cessnock (Council’'s
“Leaping lLena,” driven by J. Duff,
narrow.y beat Kearsley Shire Council’'s
Flying Scotsman, driven hy G. Craft.

National Fitness girls gave an inter-
esting display.

Hesults: —

First heat, ahout 150 yards: (‘ontent-
ed, entered b:.r Btockrington No. 2 col- |
llery (J. Corke) 1: Scraper L.oader,
Millfield (J. Emi!h} 2: Shortwelght,
Neath (A. Gracie) 3. Length; two
lengths. 20secs,

Becond heat: On the Nose, Bellbird
(Andy Colvin) 1; Moore Beer, Aberdare
(1. Watson) 2; Model, Abermain No. 2
(A. Gregg) 3. Five lengths, length;
22secs.

Third heat: Happy Days, Richmond
Main (A. Latta) 1; Big Noise, Kalingo
(F. Jones) 2; Good Road, Stockrington
No. 1 (J. Corke) 3. 8ix lengths; length.
20Becs.

Fourth heat: Bad lL.anguaege, Stanford
Main No. 2 (M. Beckett; Garnishee,
Maitland Main (B. Dow) 2; Re-open,

Aberdare Central (F. Pont) 3. Two |

leneritha: head ?leers
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lenglths; head. 21secs.

Fina!: Contented (J. Thompson) 1,
Happy Days (G. Moare) 2; Bad Langu-
age (H. Darke) 3. Length: same. On
the Nose was slow away. 20secs.

Exhibition Trots. No. 1: K. Smiles'
Phoenix  Lady, =er. Gdriven by 1),
('rufty 1: 8 Aguett’'s Heal RRibbhon, 84
bhd, (Aggett) 2 W, Williams'  Red |
Dixie, 46 bl . Jacksan) & |
lengths; length.,  2.26s8ecs, No, 2: Reanl
Iitibbon (Aggett) armd  Phoenix I.ﬂl‘h
(Cruft), equal, 1: Go'den Joe !
Brown) 3 [Iraad-heat, a length. Tinn
2. 218008, '
Children's awards —Billy cart: Druce ‘

Slade and Kevin Henderson,  Scooter;
RBruce Lockwood. Bicyvels: Ken Smith
mned BHl Chalmers, Hraom . Joves (Y Con-
nell and Jean Crowe,




